



















































































The graduate profile encompasses the characteristics it is hoped that students will exhibit
at the end of their undergraduate experiences. It also establishes the institution’s
commitment to the comprehensive education of the undergraduate student.

The eleven characteristics listed in the profile are a guide for the design of curricular
content, course sequence, learning experiences and services, their physical context and
the allocation of resources for their achievement. They provide the framework required
for the development of the Student Evaluation Plan that will serve as a mechanism to
determine the student’s learning achievement during his years of study.

The Profile
The person who graduates with a bachelor’s degree from the Rio Piedras Campus:

1. Will have developed the ability for reflective and critical thinking that fosters social,
cultural, environmental and civic responsibility, and the ability to incorporate lifelong
learning.

2. Will be able to communicate effectively, orally or in wniting, in Spanish, in English as
a second language, and to the extent possible, in a third language; and will have acquired
knowledge of the literary and cultural legacies of these tongues.

3. Will understand the processes of knowledge creation in diverse fields of knowledge
and the connections between them.

4. Will have developed esthetic sensitivities through the arts and literature; an
understanding of human processes in time and space; comprehension of the concepts and
methodologies of the natural, social and humanistic sciences; the ability for logical
mathematical and/or quantitative reasoning and an awareness of his or her overall health
and wellness.

5. Will have knowledge of the impact of human actions on the environment, and will
demonstrate an ethic of respect for the environment.

6. Will have acquired substantial knowledge and competencies in at least one field of
study or discipline.

7. Will have acquired the knowledge and competencies necessary for research and
creation.

8. Will have developed a critical comprehension of diverse ways of thinking and norms
of practice, including ethical, moral, legal and religious considerations.

9. Will understand and will be able to evaluate and function within Puerto Rican reality
as well as within Caribbean, hemisphere and world cultural diversity and processes. This
will allow him/her to contribute effectively to the enhancement of the quality of life



within Puerto Rican society and to develop concern and social responsibility for events at
the Caribbean, hemisphere and world levels.

10. Will have developed the competencies necessary for the search, effective
management and ethical use of information, as well as for the use of technology as a tool
for the creation, management and application of knowledge.

11. Will have developed competencies for teamwork, decision making, problem solving
and development of creativity and imagination.

V. THE CONCEPT OF GENERAL EDUCATION: FOUNDATIONS AND
PROCESSES OF KNOWLEDGE

The Rio Piedras Campus adopts the following concept of general education as a
component of its undergraduate program:

General education is a field of coordinated academic experiences and practices
constituted by the interweaving of multi- and interdisciplinary approaches, drawn from
broad areas of knowledge and the complexity of emerging fields and disciplines. Its
distinctive character is that it is designed to examine the foundations and processes of
knowledge production itself in the context of the student’s comprehensive education as
an individual within a historical and cultural context. Therefore, what defines this
academic component is its integrating and formative orientation in dealing with the fabric
of relationships that constitute the knowledge process in its different forms.

General education conceives knowledge as continuous gestation, which implies
renovation, search, problematization, reflective pondering, conceptual formulation,
research, creation and communication. Its pedagogical orientation is the promotion of an
experience that accents the formative process of cognitive content, of reflective, creative
and critical abilities and sensitivities. Two central axes articulate general education: the
exposition of the open, ever-changing nature of world views and integration as a basic
principle of knowledge. General education is fully integrated with a student’s overall
experience throughout the undergraduate program.,

VI. COMPONENTS OF THE UNDERGRADUATE PROGRAM

The three curricular compenents of the undergraduate program are: (a) a general
cducation component, as defined in this document; (b) a major or specialty component;
and (c) an electives component. These components are complemented with international
experiences and co-curricular activities that include a broad oftering of cultural,
recreational and sports events. In both their structure and content, the three curricular
components and the complementary experiences must contribute to the achievement of
the graduate profile adopted by the Campus.



The undergraduate program components must not be seen as independent undertakings,
but as inter-related tasks throughout the undergraduate program that bring about an all-
encompassing educational experience in which faculties, schools and the students
themselves actively participate. These components must be articulated so as to promote
interfaculty experiences that allow the creation of new opportunities for academic
projects, experiences and courses that bring together students and professors from
different faculties and disciplines.

The proposed structure allows proportions of the components to vary in a student’s
program of study from semester to semester throughout the undergraduate program,
encouraging the beginning of courses in the major from the first year. Complementary
and co-curricular activities will accompany the students’ academic experience to enrich
their education and afford varied options to broaden their knowledge in combination with
other ficlds of learning. In that sense, the undergraduate program must foster continuous
and profound dialog among its various constituents so that students will be able to
develop a broad culture that allows them to find their ptace in the contemporary world,
not only to practice a profession, but also to participate actively in social and community
matters.

Minimum Requirements for Each Component
General Education Component: 42 credits

Following is a breakdown of the minimum number of courses required in all of the Rio
Piedras Campus undergraduate programs. Depending on their curricular review
processes, the programs may determine if additional general education courses are
required.

Spanish 6 credits
English 6 credits
Literature (in Spanish, English,
another language or comparative literature) 6 credits
Logical Mathematical Thinking

or Quantitative Analysts 3 credits
Natural Sciences 6 credits
Social Sciences 6 credits
Humanitics 6 credits
Arts 3 credits
Total 42 credits

Of the total of 42 minimum credits, the General Studies Faculty will handle the Spanish,
English, natural sciences, social sciences and humanities courses (30 credits).

Faculties and schools must coordinate with the General Studies Faculty to ascertain the
levels of Spanish and English that their students and programs need. They will have the



authority to set the levels of competency and complexity of these courses as well as
additional credit requirements. The General Studies and Humanities Faculties will
coordinate the English and Spanish offerings for students with high achievement levels,

Faculties and schools must coordinate with the Natural Sciences Faculty to ascertain the
type of logical-mathematical thinking and/or quantitative analysis course and the number
of credits that each program will finally determine to comply with this requirement. To
complete this requirement, the programs may use logical-mathematical or quantitative
analysis courses offered by other faculties.

The general education credits, which the General Studies Faculty will offer, will be
selected from a variety of courses that will be designed for the General Studies Faculty
after the appropriate interfaculty dialogs are established. The variety of offerings will
achieve the objective of furthering academic and professional exchange and enrichment
among faculties, as well as among the teachers of other faculties. Courses to be designed
may include offerings of seminars, research or synthesis courses with diverse subject
matter.

The six Literature credits and the three Arts credits will be offered in the Humanities and
General Studies Faculties, in coordination between both faculties. The School of
Architecture may also contribute to the Arts offering.

(Free) Elective Course Component: 18 credits

Flective courses can be taken in any faculty, except in the case of programs that for
reasons of professional accreditation require fewer elective courses or electives in the
area of the major, in which case there will be a minimum of 9 free credits.

Major or Specialty Component: 60 credits
(includes the Faculty’s requirements)

Minimum total of credits: 120 credits

In the configuration of programs reviewed on the basis of this outline, faculties may
increase the number of credits in any component of the undergraduate degree program up
to a maximum total of 130, except when professional accreditation requirements justify
an excess.

VII. OTHER PROVISIONS

With the objective of fostering the coordination of interfaculty general education courses
in the areas of literature, the arts and logical-mathematical and/or quantitative reasoning,
the registration of courses with double or multiple coding will be facilitated. To that end,
criteria and administrative mechanisms for joint teaching appointments will be made
flexible.



The General Studies Faculty will create a Summer Institute to offer propaedeutic courses,
in support of the admissions process, in Spanish, English, mathematics and other
competencies in collaboration with all of the Campus faculties.

The Center for the Development of Linguistic Competencies of the General Studies
Faculty, in collaboration with the Humanities and Business Administration Faculties,
must convert into a unit that serves all faculties, receiving the necessary resources that
this entails.

Recognizing that the participation of the academic community is necessary and in
accordance with the best university traditions, a Steering Committee will be created at the
Campus level, composed as follows: faculty deans and directors of schools with
undergraduate programs, the Dean of Administration and the Dean of Academic Affairs,
three (3) faculty senators and three (3} students. The numerical ratio of teachers to
students will be maintained. The Dean of Students will be a permanent guest.

Academic Units

In addition, the Steering Committee will create a committee to attend to matters of
implementation in each academic unit, composed as follows: the dean of the faculty or a
representative of the unit, teaching staff and students. The numerical ratio of teachers to
students will be maintained.

Other Committees Mentioned
In regards to any other committees that may be created in relation to the implementation,
the numerical ratio of teachers to students will be maintained.

Other Student-Related Provisions

The Academic Senate will make appropriate arrangements so that students who
participate in the implementation committees receive incentives that serve as additional
encouragement for their participation.
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APPENDIX 2

CAMPUS IMPLEMENTATION COMMITTEE
BACHELOR REVISION
IMPLEMENTATION SCHEDULE
Approved August 18, 2006

May to December 2006

1.

10.

August — The document on Campus Implementation Committee Functions and the seven
subcommittees created (Appendix 1) will be sent to Associate Deans, Department
Directors, Faculty and School Curriculum Committees and Unit Implementation
Committees

August - Faculties and Schools will constitute or reactivate the Implementation
Commiitees and continue their work.

August — The Dean of Academic Affairs will continue to meet with the units to identify
their needs for information and support as well as new areas of coordination.

May to September 26 — Creation and meetings of the Rubric Subcommittee for the
Creation or Review of General Education Courses in the areas of Spanish and English,
art, literature, natural sciences and logical-mathematical thinking courses.

May to October 27 — All subcommittees meet regarding matters of their competence.

May to December — Faculties, Schools and Programs continue working on their
curricular reviews.

September 29 — Deadline for the Rubric Subcommittee for the Creation or Review of
General Education Courses to submit its report to the {mplemeniation Committee.

October 13 — Implementation Committee studies the Rubric Committee report and issues
a document of criteria to review or create General Education courses.

October 18- Implementation Committee sends criteria to General Education course
subcommittees in the areas of Spanish, English, art, literature, natural sciences and
logical-mathematical thinking courses.

October 27 — All subcommittees submit their respective reports to the Implementation
Committee. (Reports must be delivered to the Office of the Secretary of the Senate to be
circulated.)



11. November 3 — Meeting of the Implementation Committee to consider the subcommittee
reports.

12. November 15 — Implementation Committee sends General Education course criteria on
the different areas and directives on the areas of the other subcommittees to Associate
Deans, Department Directors, Faculty and School Curriculum Committees and Unit
Implementation Committees.

The Implementation Committee will schedule additional meetings as necessary.

Second Semester 2006-2007

The 2007 schedule 1s subject to revision to reflect the ongoing evaluation of the process.
13. January to April - Faculties and programs continue working on their curncular reviews.

14. January — April - The Academic Affairs Committee of the Senate receives the first
undergraduate curriculum review proposals.
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ELEMENTS TO BE INCLUDED IN EVERY BACHELOR DEGREE REVISION PROPOSAL

REVISION GUIDELINES

Element

Scale

Comments

Recommendations —\

Presents a vision and the intended
student learning outcomes at the
program level.

o in compliance
o parlial compliance
O no cempliance

=

Relates the vision and the program’s
profile with the strategic vision of the
Campus and the System,

a in compliance
O partial compliance
o0 no compliance

Integrates components of (minimum):
o General educ (42 crs.)
o Field studies (_ 60 crs.)
o Electives (_ 18 crs.)

o in compliance
o partial compliance
0 no compliance

Includes a mechanism for the
identification and referral of students
with low GPA and academic
difficulties.

O in compliance
O partial compliance
O no compliance

Supplies different options for student
selection so as to customize their
curriculum in accordance with their
interests.

O 1n compliance
o partial compliance
O no compliance

Provides for systematic and
continuous counseling,.

O in compliance
 partial compliance
O no compliance

Provides structured experiences
throughout the bachelor degree to
develop the capacity for independent
Lstpdj , research and creation.

o in compliance
D partial compliance
o no compliance

Creates and integrates opportunities to
participate in activities of international
nature.

0 in compliance
O partial compliance
0 no compliance

Contains a matrix that shows the
alignment between the intended
learning outcomes elements, the
courses composing the curriculum
sequence and how the leaming results
will be measured.

U 1 compliance
D partial compliance
G ho compliance

Revisién curricular’Rabrica BEd Gral'Elemenios experiencia integral



